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that the German fleet had mutinied at Kiel, mounted the
Red Flag, and sent fraternal greetings to the Soviet fleet
at Kronstadt. Pandemonium reigned in the Congress.
Cheering and the singing of the " Internationale " inter-
rupted all further business. " That's the best answer we
can give them ", shouted one enthusiastic delegate to his
comrade, but the other called back: " No, there's one
better. We'll tear up the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk." The
cry was taken up by man after man, till the whole Congress
was in a fury of denunciation. Gone forever were the days
of the oppressors' yoke; the symbol of their humiliation
and sacrifice must be destroyed.

On the afternoon of the following day (November 9)
Sverdlov read to the Congress the decree of the Council
of Commissars annulling the Brest-Litovsk treaty. A year
ago Lenin, on the morrow of the coup d'etat, had read the
Decree of Peace to the Second Congress of Soviets at
Smolny, and the delegates had wept with joy at the ending
of the war. A peace of conquest and annexation had followed
and only Lenin's strength of purpose had forced them
along the thorny path of abnegation. Now those who had
imposed upon them a dictated peace had been themselves
defeated. They were suing for peace even as Kussia had

delegates to fight a decisive battle, with the support of the Red armies
of Russia, against the forces of capitalism. Radek took a prominent part
in the first Spartacist Rising of January 1919, figuring in the notorious
doggerel which all Berlin was repeating at that time :

" Five hundred corpses in a row ;
Liebknecht, Rosa, Radek and Co.
Why are they not there also ? "

He was arrested by the Government troops and narrowly escaped
execution. During his imprisonment, he held almost daily "audiences"
to which came many distinguished members of the bourgeois parties,
including Walther Rathenau. Ultimately he was exchanged for Germans
arrested in Moscow, and with his departure ended the last direct
effort of the Soviet regime to assist the German Bolsheviks to establish
their dictatorship.